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First Presbyterian Church, Memphis, Tennessee

Featuring a keynote address
 by noted author 

Rev. William J. Carl, III

Friday & Saturday, January 27 & 28, 2017

A Leadership Training Event for the people of the  
Presbytery of St. Andrew and the Presbytery of the Mid-South



FRIDAY SCHEDULE

SATURDAY SCHEDULE

AREA LODGING

We hope you will join us for 
the entire event; however, you 
may register for only a portion 
of Tapestry if necessary. Hotel 
information is provided for your 
convenience, so that you may make 
your own arrangements. 

 Registration & Fellowship .......... 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.

 Keynote Address ....................... 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.

 Dinner at The Rendezvous – 7:30 p.m. 

 Registration & Fellowship........   8:30 – 9:00 a.m.

 Worship  .................................    9:00 – 10:00 a.m.

  (Break)..............................   15 minutes

 Session A.................................   10:15 –11:30 a.m.

  (Break)...............................  15 minutes

 Session B.................................   11:45 – 1:00 p.m.

 Lunch .......................................   1:00 – 2:00 p.m.

 Session C ................................    2:00 – 3:15 p.m.

 Evaluation  ...............................    3:15 – 3:30 p.m.

The Tapestry planning 
committee has reserved a 
block of rooms at the 
Crowne Plaza (300 North Second 
Street, Memphis, TN) 
at a price of $139 plus tax with 
parking for either a double or a 
king room. The hotel is two blocks 
from the church so some attendees 
may choose to walk. There is a free 
shuttle available from the church to 
the famous Rendezvous restaurant.

To book one of these rooms, call 
the hotel directly at: (901) 525-1800 
and use the reservation code “First 
Presbyterian Church”.

You must make your reservations 
no later than Dec 27, 2016 to 
receive the special rate.

A1. As Yourself – Boundaried, Balanced and Blessed                        Carla Meisterman
 As followers of the way of Christ, we are all familiar with Jesus’ reply to the question, “Which 
commandment is the first of all?” Jesus said, “Love the Lord your God, with all your heart, soul, mind and 
strength. Love your neighbor, as yourself.” In order to love others, we must learn to love ourselves. Self 
love means having a clear awareness of who we are, strong boundaries, and developing practices for self 
care. This plenary will help to establish a framework for self care.

A2. From Transfiguration into Holy Week                                  Anne Apple
 Using Lectionary biblical texts from the Lenten Season, this workshop will draw on metaphor and the work 
of the people to develop liturgy for the Lenten Season.  A framework for Reformed worship will be presented 
and the group will practice writing components for use in worship throughout the Lenten Season.

A3. History of the Presbyterian Church                                                               Milton Winter
 With an illustrated slide presentation, I will trace the highlights and failures of Mississippi Presbyterians 

from the days when the first missionaries to the Indians came, through slavery and the Civil War, Yellow 
Fever, two World Wars, Civil Rights and efforts for Racial Reconciliation.

A4. Praying Contemplatively                                                                     Stephanie Patton
Do you or your congregation yearn to slow down, refocus and connect with God? Participants in this 
workshop will experience a time of contemplative prayer/meditation and learn about and be given 
resources to lead a prayer retreat or class at their home church.

A5. Calling All Clerks                                                                                      Greg Goodwiller
The task of keeping good, accurate records is one of the most important jobs in the local church. Attend 
this workshop to learn what the Book of Order requires, and how to organize and accomplish the clerk 
of the session’s work. The workshop will also include training for utilization of the denomination’s online 
statistical reporting process.

A6. Set It On a Lampstand: Public Relations and Storytelling for Church Leaders            Kerry Hayes 
Many churches and church leaders are understandably adverse to excessive self-promotion or 
"marketing". But when people of faith keep our lights under a basket, we miss valuable opportunities 
to expand our communities and join conversations in the cities and towns we serve. In this storytelling 
workshop, we will discuss ways to share your work that are authentic, mission-centered, and applicable 
to a variety of situations and media. 

A7. What's Next for Sunday School?                                                Rebekah Abel Lamar
Sunday school has played a vital role in American churches for the past 200 years, but after decades of 
declining attendance, many are wondering if there is a future for Sunday School. Where will current and 
future generations be formed in faith and prepared to live the gospel in an increasingly secular world? 
Together we will discuss the purpose of Sunday School in the congregational life, ideas for strengthening 
existing programs, and alternatives for congregations ready to try something new. 

A8. A New Parenting Course                                                 Mary Beth and Bob Sharman
In this workshop we will review a curriculum that is usable in homes with smaller groups of parents, as 
well as in schools. In fact this course is so good, it is used by some churches in partnership with PTA 
organizations, to simply build strength in the fabric of the community, through strengthened parenting. 
Course is practical, with workbooks and DVDs—easy to facilitate! Humor included! Materials will be 
available to peruse.

A9. Small Church Choir                                                                                 Jim Cornfoot
For some churches the resources may not be available to form a full choir. This class would make 
suggestions on how to meet the needs of a worshiping community with fewer resources. Tips and tricks 
for making a small group of singers sound good together. Ways to create worshipful music with the 
resources available to all congregations.

Featuring

Rev. William J. Carl, III

We all know that the Church is booming 
in Africa, Asia and South America. However, 
there are some basic fundamentals which 
describe churches that are actually growing 
in Europe and North America. In the keynote 
address we will explore these basics and 
talk about how to incorporate them into the 
ministry and mission of your church!

“The Marks of Alive, Active, Growing 
Churches in the 21st Century!”

Keynote Speaker

 Courses - Session A
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First Presbyterian Church
166 Poplar Avenue
Memphis, TN  38103               901 - 525 - 5619

From I-55 North, take exit 31 to merge onto I-40 W toward Little Rock.  
Take exit 1A for North 2nd Street. Turn left onto Exchange Street. Parking 
is behind church. A parking lot attendant will direct you.

LOCATION



Courses - Session B

B1. Confirmation Done Well                                                         Michael McLaughlin
 Come gather together to talk Confirmation. Are you looking for a way to engage your youth in a Confirmation 

journey that takes seriously our Baptismal promises and prepares them well for full participation in the life 
of the church? This is the workshop for you! We will survey contemporary models of and resources for 
Confirmation as well as have an opportunity to share ideas and practices that we have found to be life giving.

B2. Becoming a Recovery-Friendly Church                                                   Steve Haynes
 Twelve-Step Recovery has been called the most significant spiritual movement in America since the Second 

Great Awakening. But since the founding of Alcoholics Anonymous in the 1930s, the church's relationship 
with AA and other twelve-step based spiritual programs has generally been one of wary coexistence. In 
recent years this attitude has begun to change as more and more churches embrace recovery and identify 
as recovery-friendly. What would it look like for your church to follow this pattern?

B3. Children's Sermons                                                                                     Bob Sharman
 How are Children's Sermons at your church? Need a bit of revitalizing? Need a new approach? Need brevity, 

but yearn for messages with a punch? Learn in 90 minutes an approach that has theological integrity, biblical 
authority, and proclamation power. Seminar will review learning principles, a simple method, and examples; 
plus we will allow time for practice.  We will examine the usefulness of the Children's Sermon for the entire 
congregation using Craddock's principle of "Overhearing the Gospel." This method is fun, simple, and works 
on a sermon time principle of 60-180 seconds. Bring a Bible (NRSV) and pen to the seminar.    

B4. Basic Officer Training                                                                         Greg Goodwiller 
Whether you are a newly-elected Deacon or Elder or one who has served for years there is always more to 
learn about your role as a church officer. This introductory workshop for church officers is the place to get 
started. Participants are encouraged to bring a current Book of Order with them. 

B5. Four S's For a Positive, Happy, Healthy Culture                                   William Carl, III 
It’s no surprise that a dysfunctional culture destroys institutions and stunts real growth. This workshop 
examines some key ways to promote ‘healthy conflict’ remembering that real friendship in Christ means we 
have the right to disagree knowing that mutual respect and affection are not at stake.

B6. Where in the World is Mission                                                                                  Ellen Sherby
An introduction to Presbyterian World Mission focusing on several of our global church partners and the 
mission workers serving there. Practical ways for churches to get involved including how to support a mission 
co-worker and how make a global-local connection will be discussed.

B7.  PW Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow                                                                          Bonnie Blair
This presentation will cover the history of Presbyterian Women, including a video of the 200 years of PW. 
Where we are today and where we will go in the future.

B8.  Young Adult Ministry                                                                                                    Sarah Wolf
After youth group and college life, young professionals and young families have expectations for levels 
of involvement that are not the same as older members. How can the church find a place in the lives of 
these members with so many new responsibilities and different expectations?

B9. Art in Lent                                                                                                                   Anne Apple
Come with an open mind; leave with a bevy of ideas for incorporating visual arts into your worship space 
this Lenten season. We will play with textures, color and symbols so your congregation can rediscover 
Lent through artistic expressions.

C1. Discipleship in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark & Luke                    Jim McClanahan
 Our study will present an overview of the basic structure and themes in each gospel and their implications for 

Christian discipleship.

C2. Strategic Planning For Smaller Congregations                                        Tom Meredith
 Small congregations may think they are just holding on, but holding on for what? Having a plan can give 

any congregation a direction. The planning process should involve serious questions and discussions before 
goals and plans can be formulated.

C3. Church Treasurer Basics                                                                     Greg Goodwiller
 This workshop will explore the matters of accounting for and reporting the finances of the congregation. 

Participants are encouraged to bring to the class budgets and financial statements from their congregations.

C4. Qigong                                                                                                       Marjean Liggett
 Qigong movements can be thought of as the building blocks of the Tai Chi forms. This session will introduce 

basic Qigong breathing and movement. Begin to discover why long-term regular practice of breathing and 
movement is a sacred journey for many people. The instructor will spend a few minutes relating her story of 
opening to God through movement and that will be followed by 60 minutes of gentle, flowing movement.

C5. Caring for Caregivers                                                                                JoAnn O'Quinn
Caregiving for older adults especially those with cognitive changes is increasing as the population ages. 
Churches are filled with caregivers who may be experiencing special demands and burdens. What are 
their needs and what how can they be supported? Explore services such as support groups and adult day 
care programs that can be church based.

C6. Presbyterianism 101                                                           Tom Bryson and Davis Bailey
Do you think it’s possible to discuss all the essentials of Presbyterian Christianity in one hour? Neither 
do we! But we can look at some of the elements that give Presbyterians our distinct and even unique 
theology, views on God and human life, and worldview. In this class we will attempt to look at some of 
the distinctive elements of Presbyterianism that give us a particular “ethos,” and we will also consider 
how participants see these elements being expressed in the practical, everyday life and worship of 
the congregation.

C7. Proposed New Directory for Worship                                                                        Kristin Saldine
Presentation of New Directory for Worship that was sent to Presbyteries for review following this summer's 
General Assembly. 

C8. Memphis Youth Ministry                                                                                           Bill Buchanan
Rev. Bill Buchanan, Executive Director of the non-profit ministry Youth Mission Co, will describe their 
newest program, Memphis Youth Mission, which will start this summer and be hosted at FPC Memphis. 
The group will discuss the role of short term mission trips in a post-colonial reality, and will engage in 
some hands on work to help prepare for groups coming to MYM.

 Courses - Session CSession B - Courses 
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Anne Apple —  Rev. Anne H.K. Apple is a reader, runner, found object art maker and wife to Jim, mother to three plus 
(includes a son-in-law) and four legged friends, Jake and Holly Holiday.  Anne serves as the Associate Pastor of Evangelism 
and Pastoral Care at Idlewild Presbyterian Church and is a graduate of Rhodes College and Columbia Seminary, with doctoral 
work in Instructional Design at the University of South Alabama.  

Bonnie Blair —  Bonnie is a retired Hospital Director from St. Joseph Hospital in Memphis, TN. She is a past Moderator of the 
Presbytery of the Mid-South and is a Ruling Elder at Farmington Presbyterian Church in Germantown, Tennessee.

Greg Goodwiller —  The Rev. Dr. Greg Goodwiller served pastorates in North Carolina and Mississippi before being elected 
as the Executive Presbyter of the Presbytery of St. Andrew in 2000. In 2006, he was also elected to serve as the presbytery’s 
Stated Clerk. A graduate of the University of South Alabama with dual Masters degrees from what is now Union Presbyterian 
Seminary, he earned his Doctor of Ministry degree from McCormick Theological Seminary. He is a registered Parliamentarian, 
and is currently Clerk and Parliamentarian of the General Assembly’s Permanent Judicial Commission.

Stephen Haynes — The Rev. Dr. Stephen Haynes is the Albert Bruce Curry Chair of Religion Studies at Rhodes College, 
where he has taught since 1989. He holds a Ph.D. in Religion and Literature from Emory University, an M. Div. from Columbia 
Theological Seminary, an M. A. from Florida State University, and a B. A. from Vanderbilt University. Steve serves as Theologian 
in Residence at Idlewild Presbyterian in Memphis. His most recent research explores the relationship between the church and 
addition recovery groups such as Alcoholics Anonymous.

William Carl —  Rev. Bill Carl is Senior Pastor at Independence Presbyterian Church in Birmingham, Alabama. Previously, he 
was President of Pittsburg Theological Seminary (PCUSA) for ten years, and he served as Senior Pastor at First Presbyterian 
Church, Dallas, Texas for 22 years. Bill holds a M.Div from Louisville Seminary and a Ph.D. in Rhetoric and Communication 
from University of Pittsburgh. He has published many books on ministry, and he has preached or spoken around the world, in 
England, Russia, China, South Korea, South Africa, and India. Bill is married to Jane and they have two sons.

Kerry Hayes — Prior to founding KPS, Kerry was the Director of Public Relations for Doug Carpenter & Associates. He was 
previously Special Assistant to Memphis Mayor A C Wharton, Jr. for nearly three years, after serving as the Communications 
Director for Wharton’s 2009 campaign. His background in non-profit marketing & funds development also includes working 
with the Kroc Center, the Soulsville Foundation, both in Memphis, and Marwen, an after-school visual arts program in Chicago.

Rebekah Abel Lamar — The Rev. Rebekah Abel Lamar is Associate Pastor for Christian Formation at Idlewild Presbyterian. 
She has both an undergraduate and graduate degree in Christian Education. She served as a Director of Christian Education 
in at Decatur Presbyterian in Decatur, Georgia, for thirteen years prior to coming to Idlewild. She and her husband, Ashley, are 
the proud and tired parents of three young children.

Tom Meredith —  Tom Meredith is an Elder at First Presbyterian Oxford. He has served as a university president and as the 
head of three public university systems. 

Bob Sharman — The Rev. Bob Sharman has been a contributing author to three volumes of The Abingdon Children's Sermon 
Library, which contain both a method and sermon examples for the church year. He has written and taught faith development 
classes for parents of infants and toddlers, and has been active in the construction and delivery of children's sermons in 
churches for over thirty years. He has recently returned to the Presbytery of St. Andrew as minister of First Church, Greenville.

Mary Beth Sharman — Mary Beth Sharman is a trained educator, with specialty in early childhood and elementary 
education. She and her husband, Bob, have three grown children, and have enjoyed doing parenting and relationships courses 
for many years.

Milton Winter — The Rev. Dr. Milton Winter is a trained historian, a native Mississippian, ministerial son of our First Church 
in Cleveland, Mississippi and retired in 2015 after 28 years as pastor in Holly Springs.

Michael McLaughlin — Rev. Michael McLaughlin is a native of Knoxville, Tennessee. A graduate of The University 
of Tennessee, he received a Masters of Divinity from Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia in 2008. 
Michael became the pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Cleveland, Mississippi, in 2012 after having served 
at the First Presbyterian Church in Manchester, Tennessee for four years. He and his wife Lisa are blessed with 
daughters Madeline and Sophia and their son, True.

JoAnn O’Quinn — Dr. JoAnn O’Quin, University of Mississippi professor emerita, has a Ph.D. in clinical psychology with a 
specialty in gerontology. She facilitates long-standing monthly support groups, Alzheimer’s and Related Disorders Caregiver 
Support Group (31 years) and C.A.R.E.-- Caring for Aging Relatives Effectively Education and Support Group (15 years), and 
co-founded Memory Makers Respite Day Program for those dealing with memory loss.

Stephanie Patton — Stephanie Bussey-Spencer Patton is the pastor at Oakland Presbyterian Church.  She is a graduate of 
Randolph-Macon Woman’s College, Vanderbilt Divinity School, PSCE and has her doctorate from San Francisco Theological 
Seminary.  She is also a spiritual director through First Presbyterian Church, Memphis.  She has two grown children and her 
husband is an attorney.  She enjoys quilting in her spare time.

Ellen Sherby — Ellen Sherby is the coordinator of Equipping for Mission Involvement in Presbyterian World Mission, providing 
congregations with resources and training. She served as a PC(USA) mission coworker in Nicaragua for eleven years. Currently 
Ellen also serves with her husband, Rev. Elmer Zavala, in a house church ministry in Louisville that is comprised mainly of 
Mexican immigrants. Ellen and Elmer have three boys ages 15, 11 and 6.

Jim McClanahan — The Rev. James S. McClanahan is honorably retired and a member of Mid-South Presbytery. Previously 
he served five years as pastor of Providence Church in Southaven, and before that was Professor of Bible & Religion in King 
College, Bristol, Tennessee.

Carla Meisterman —  Rev. Carla Meisterman, pastor of Balmoral Presbyterian Church in Memphis, Tennessee,  has facilitated 
numerous formational retreats for church and not-for-profit organizations. She has developed and led many equipping events 
for Sunday Study teachers and bible leaders. Carla recently completed facilitating a three year evaluation process of the 
ministry and mission of the Presbytery of the Mid-South. She is married to author/photographer, Bruce Meisterman and they 
enjoy spending time with 4 adult children, their spouses, and a precocious 3 year old grandson. 

Marjean Liggett — Marjean took her first tai chi lessons in 1984 and began teaching in 2006. She worked for many years 
as an air traffic controller where her tai chi practice provided balance. During her work breaks she practiced tai chi, enjoying 
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Davis Bailey —  Rev. Davis Bailey is a graduate of Columbia Theological Seminary and is currently pursuing a D.Min. at 
Sewanee School of Theology.  He is Pastor of Buntyn Presbyterian Church in Memphis TN.  He is the husband of Rev. Julie 
Bailey and father to 2 bright eyed girls who ask him lots of questions about God, keeping his Presbyterianism 101 skills sharp! 

Bill Buchanan —  The Rev. Bill Buchanan is an ordained pastor and member of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina.  
Over his career he has served in congregations engaging in ministries with youth, college students, and families.  He is 
Executive Director of Youth Mission Co, a non-profit ministry that includes Asheville Youth Misison, Raleigh Youth Mission, and 
Memphis Youth Mission.  

Kristin Saldine —  Kristin Saldine was a consultant to the committee that revised the Directory of Worship. She was ordained 
as a minister of word and sacrament in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in 1986 and is currently a member-at-large of the 
Presbytery of North Puget Sound. 

Jim Cornfoot —  Jim Cornfoot is a sought out pianist, vocalist, and conductor throughout Memphis and the Mid-South area 
who passionately believes in the value of music and the fine arts in education. He serves as the Director of Music Ministries 
for Evergreen Presbyterian Church, where he directs the Evergreen Church Choir and provides music for Sunday morning 
services and special services.

Tom Bryson — The Rev. Dr. Tom Bryson has served FPC Columbus for nine years.  He is a graduate of Columbia Theological 
Seminary (07) and McCormick Theological Seminary (14).  Tom and his wife Ashley met at Mississippi State where you can 
find them at most sporting events with their two sons, Michael and Henry. His Presbyterian roots run deep as he is the fourth 
generation of his family ordained in St. Andrew Presbytery.

Sarah Wolf — Sarah Wolf is the director of young adult ministry at Idlewild Presbyterian Church. She is also the campus 
minister for the UKirk programs at Rhodes College and the University of Memphis. She is a graduate of Appalachian State 
University and Columbia Theological Seminary. 

an activity that provided an outlet for the physical energy that builds up when the mind is very active and the body is confined, 
tethered by a headset at the radar scope.  Marjean is a Quaker.



Name   __________________________________________________ Church_____________________________________

Email ____________________________________________________ Phone ____________________________________

FRIDAY ACTIVITIES (Check those which apply)

 Friday Keynote address by Rev. William Carl, III
 Dinner at The Rendezvous - A quintessential Memphis BBQ Experience

SATURDAY ACTIVITIES 
(Enter workshop number and name)

A -  __   ____________________________________

B -  __   ____________________________________

C -  __   ____________________________________

FEE INFORMATION (Note discount for early registration)

Friday Fee (includes dinner) $39.00  ________
 Children under age 9  dinner _____  x $4.50 =  _______  

Saturday Fee (includes lunch) $20.00  ________
 Saturday on-site registration  $30.00  ________
 (Please do not mail registration after January 13, 
 just register and pay at the event.)
 Optional child’s lunch ________       x $5.00 =  _______
  
 Total Enclosed $ _________

REGISTRATION FORM

Make check payable to: Presbytery of St. Andrew.  
Please fill out one registration form per person. Feel free to copy this form as often as necessary. 

or you can Mail registration form and fees by January 13 to:
Tapestry
24 CR 231 • Oxford, MS 38655
email: mail@standrewpresbytery.org

Special Mobility Needs ?____________________________________________

Request for Child Care? 

      Friday       Number of children ___________ Ages _______________

      Saturday       Number of children ___________ Ages _______________

52 S. Second Street, Memphis, TN  A cash bar will be open. A shuttle will run between First 
Presbyterian Church and the restaurant)

Register Online at: www. standrewpresbytery.org 


